Prose Romance: Bandin
of the last prince Visruta which is left incomplete in the 8th Ucchvasa. Thus, as it is, both the beginning and the end of the genuine portion of Dasakumara Charita are quite abrupt.
J The two supplements are decidedly inferior in literary merit and must have been composed by some lesser writer of later times. The book contains stories pi romance and adventure narrated with gripping interest and vigour of movement. Dandin differs from the other authors of the classical age by narrating the story With considerable quickness of movement, without allowing it to be stifled in the midst of overcrowded descriptions. The episodes depicted reflect a corrupt state of society with vulgar and indecorous habits. Low life and adventure, magicians and fraudulent holy men, expert thieves and ardent lovers who make a fetish of moral conduct abound in the course of the narrative. There are several oversensuous passages which will repel the modern reader. But Dandin's merits consist in his simple, graceful abd vigorous style, in his skill in carrying on the quick unimpeded narration, in his varied and powerful characterization, and in the frequent strokes of wit and humour, all qualities very uncommon in the other prose works in Sanskrit. Dandin is beyond doubt, a master of prose style and it is a pity that his model was not taken up by succeeding authors who chose to imitate the inimitable and complicated style of Bana and Subandhu,"          '                 .'.•';••''            '     •    •              -                                              -                                         •                 •    •         •
